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Aims of today’s meeting
• Share with you the importance of your child 

learning to read and how this is done through 
phonics.

• How we teach phonics at Hampton Hargate

• What you can do at home to help 

• How we teach reading at Hampton Hargate





Importance of reading

• Reading is at the heart of education.
• Reading lays the foundation for other literacy skills, it helps 

to ignite a child’s creativity and imagination which has an 
impact on their writing.

• Reading can also have a positive effect on understanding 
and using the correct grammar, it can lead to improved 
spelling and a richer vocabulary.

• When children learn to read they have a greater general 
knowledge.

• Early readers can recognise a larger number of words by 
sight which enables them to learn more from and        
about their environment.



We would like the 
children to develop a 

life long love of 
reading. 



Phonics at 
Hampton 
Hargate



Reading starts with phonics

• By building phonics skills and knowledge, children 
are able to ‘decode’ new words more quickly and 
independently. 

• They start by recognising the sound that each 
letter makes and then identify the sounds that 
different combinations of letters make i.e ‘ch, ‘air’

• They can then use this knowledge to blend the 
sounds together to form words (‘chair’). 

• By doing this they are then able to tackle 
unfamiliar words and add to their growing 
vocabulary.



How we teach phonics
• 'Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised’ Department for 

Education validated SSP scheme. 

• Daily 20-minute Phonics lessons. 

• The lessons take the format of:

– Revisit and Review
– Teach
– Practise
– Apply



Guidance on 
Little Wandle 
website

Systematic 
progression 
through all 
the sounds



Terminology and pronunciation is key



• On our website you can see an example of 
our lessons…

• Things we include in a lesson:
– Flashcards/learning through repetition
– Revisit sounds/words
– Introduce new sounds – how this follows the 

progression/Grow the Code chart
– Tricky words
– Encourage segmenting and blending to apply 

independently
– Lots of praise!



Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

• A statutory National Curriculum Key Stage 1 
assessment in June. 

• Carried out with the child’s class teacher -
focuses on phase 3 and 5 graphemes. 

• The papers consist of 40 words (real and 
nonsense words). They are asked to read the 
words accurately. They can sound out but 
must be heard blending the word correctly. 

• Children who do not pass the screening check 
can retake it in year 2 and will receive further 
support to prepare them, alongside their usual 
daily phonics lessons.



How you can help at home

• Pick up some of the strategies we use in 
lessons and reading strategies supported by 
phonics (more later).

• Visit our school website 
– Lots of what we have covered and more
– Games and ideas to bring phonics to life at 

home
– More will be added

• Speak to your child’s class teacher.



Other useful websites

• Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised -
‘For Parents’ section

• Phonics - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) – this 
website provides more information on 
how phonics is taught in schools and 
details of the Phonics Screening Check, as 
well as past papers to try at home.

• Oxford Phonics Check Support – this 
website allows you to generate sample 
practise papers

https://www.gov.uk/education/phonics
http://www.oxfordphonicschecksupport.co.uk/


Reading at 
Hampton Hargate



Opportunities for reading at school

• Daily phonics sessions
• Class texts/Literacy lessons
• Independent reading
• Interventions
• Group Reading Practise Sessions



Group Reading Practise Sessions



Reading at home
Each week your child will have access to three types of reading 
material at home: 
• A fully decodable e-book. Log-ins have been shared for this.

• Their colour book-banded reading book, which is 90% decodable. 
Children may require support with one in ten words. This continues 
our practice of children taking home a physical book, matched to 
their reading level.

• A library book. Children choose any book from our library. This 
book is usually above their reading level. We would like you to read 
this book to your child. 



Reading strategies

Blending – encouraging your child to say the sounds 
and blend them back together again. 





Recognising and reading tricky 
words/high frequency words on sight.



Using the picture clues





We encourage them to build up sight words so 
they can read more fluently and with 
expression.



Encourage your child to read a word they 
have already sounded out or have read.



Video to show how we support children in 
school.



Reading a book on more 
than one occasion.

• First read  - look at the title, what do they think 
the story will be about? Have a look at the new 
phonemes (sounds) that are introduced in the 
book.  Are there any tricky words in the book.

• When reading encourage your child to sound the 
words out and blend them to read them. Model 
sounding out for them/with them.

• Look at the picture clues when stuck on a word.
• Encourage your child to think about whether their 

reading makes sense.



• Second read – can they remember anything 
about the story? Can they remember what 
happened at the beginning of the story/end 
of the story. Please spend time discussing 
this with your child.

• In school when reading a book for the 
second time we focus on reading fluently 
and with expression (Smooth Talking).

• Encourage your child to read more fluently 
this time.



• Third read – the third read is all about 
comprehension and reading with 
understanding.

• We might ask the children to predict what 
might happen if the story was continued to 
get them to show their understanding of 
what they have read.

• Confidence should be high having read the 
book several times already. 



Reading reward scheme

• We would like your child to read at home at least 
4 times a week and record this in their reading 
record.

• This will have a significant impact on the progress 
your child will make with their reading.

• Reading at home will be recorded and rewards 
given.

• You have received a link to e-Collins so you can 
read the book your child has been reading in 
school.



Thank you for 
your continued 

support.


