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The aim of this meeting is to help you prepare your 
child for when they start school.

All children are different and will all have different 
starting points.

Don’t worry if you feel your child won’t be able to do 
all the things we discuss tonight. 

Come and talk to us; it is about a partnership.

Welcome



Why school readiness?

We are responding to feedback from parents about how their 
child settled into school; how more information could have 

helped them prepare their child for starting school.



Why is school readiness so important?

We want the children to feel comfortable and confident when 
they start school.

They need to have certain skills to be able to do this.

Although we stagger the start for the children and have the 
opportunities to work with them in smaller groups, school is 

very different to pre-school/nursery.  



Ready to Start School



Our Expectations
• When we ask for children to be ready for 

school, what does this mean? 





What can you do to be 
ready to start school at 

Hampton Hargate? 
We have looked carefully at all the information in the 

Ready to Start School Leaflet and, after discussions with 
members of the Reception Team, we would encourage 

you to support your child with the following:
• Pre-reading skills/early phonic activities
• Listening skills
• Language skills
• Independence
• Concentration 
• Fine motor control 



Pre-reading skills
• Reading plays such an important part in a child’s education

• It lays the foundation for other literacy skills, it helps to 
ignite a child’s creativity and imagination which has an 
impact on their writing.

• Please spend time reading to your child every day. It will 
help to develop a love of books and will also help to 
develop their language and listening skills. Ten minutes a 
day can make a huge, significant difference to your child’s 
progress in school. 

• Singing nursery rhymes will also really help your child- we 
will be sharing links to these via Tapestry over the summer.



Pre-reading and Listening 
skills

• Getting into a reading routine will help you and your child 
when reading books are sent home from school. If they are 
used to spending a specific time with you each day sharing 
books it will be easy to continue this when they start school.

• Spending time reading to your child will help develop their 
listening skills. When they start school we will expect them 
to spend short periods of time sitting on the floor area 
listening to us teaching or reading them a story. If they are 
already experiencing having quiet times when they are 
expected to listen to you, it will help them in the long run.



Pre-reading skills / early phonic 
activities

• We don’t expect children to know their letter sounds when 
they start school.  There are however lots of early phonic 
activities and games you can play with your child before they 
start school. 

• Please see the school web page to support with links for this. 
• www.hampton-hargate.peterborough.sch.uk
       *On the main webpage please click on: Learning- Curriculum- Phonics*

• We have provided you some handouts from 
     Little Wandle that give information on the 
     importance of sharing books and developing language            
through talk. This will help with early phonics skills.

http://www.hampton-hargate.peterborough.sch.uk/


Pre-reading skills / early phonic 
activities

• The first step is to get children attuned to the sounds around 
them and ready to begin developing oral blending and 
segmenting skills which form the basis of learning to read 
and write.

• Games such as I spy, tuning into sounds they can hear 
around the house or out and about, play ‘Simon Says’ and 
stress first sound. Any games where children need to listen.

• If you do want to teach your child some sounds before they 
start school please make sure you teach them the letter 
sounds not the letter names. *On website- half way down the page- ‘Click here for correct 

enunciation of sounds.*



Language/social skills
• It is important that you help to develop your child’s 

language skills so they are able to communicate effectively 
with a range of adults in school. 

• Spending a little time talking to them each day will help 
them to become effective communicators, it is like 
practising having conversations.  

• Think of this as playing tennis- Each interaction should 
have a focus and a return. Where eye contact and waiting 
to reply are all part of the exchange. 

• This could be after their daily story time? Talking to them 
about what you have done during your day, asking them 
about what they have done. Expecting them to wait when 
you are speaking will help them to wait their turn in 
school. 



Language/social skills
• Play games with your child as this will help to develop 

their listening  and social skills. It will help them to be 
able to listen into instructions, wait their turn to go (and 
to speak) and to help develop concentration. Be sure to 
use the language of turn taking to help your child, like 
“Whose turn is it next?” and “Thank you for waiting”.

• If your child still has a dummy please reduce its use as 
much as possible leading up to them starting school. 
This will help them to develop their communication 
skills.



Language/social skills

• If your child is having speech therapy please make their 
class teacher aware (when they start school).



Independence
• Please spend time between now and September helping 

your child to become as independent as possible.

• Encourage them to use the toilet independently, cleaning 
themselves and washing their hands.

• It would be really helpful if they could put their coat on by 
themselves and they will need to be able to dress and 
undress independently for PE.  

• When eating meals, please encourage them to use their 
knife and fork. Even if they can’t cut up all their food, just a 
little would be a big help.



Independence
• In the early days it would also help if the children are able 

to put their shoes on and take them off independently. 
Velcro fasteners are much easier than laces (this goes for 
their P.E trainers too.)



Concentration 
• Being able to concentrate in 10-15 minute bursts will be 

really useful at school. This is roughly the amount of time 
we will be working with the children for when they start 
school. 

• Enjoy extended play together – building kits like Lego are 
great for encouraging your child’s resilience and 
concentration. 

• Following instructions gives your child the opportunity to 
build up their levels of concentration. 



Fine motor control

• Help develop your child’s fine motor control by giving them 
opportunities to use pencils, pens, crayons and paint brushes.

 
• An ability to mark make using different equipment will give 

them a good starting point when they start school.

• If you would like to spend time helping your child to write 
their name please do. Please be mindful that your child only 
needs a capital letter at the start of their name (they 
shouldn’t be writing all their name in capital letters). 



What we expect from parents



Preparing for Starting School 
• You should have received a welcome pack from us by post and 

via email. 
• This pack will have contained the invite for this evening and 

informed you of the ‘Teddy Bears Picnic event’. These places 
are limited so you will need to book in for the slot for you and 
your child. 

• Tuesday 3rd June 3.30-4.00 or Thursday 5th  June 3.30-4.00. 
• These are an informal and hopefully fun way to introduce your 

child to our reception team and learning environment. We will 
have our teams in the outside area, waiting with teddies to 
share a story and snack with you all on blankets. 

• Unfortunately, in order to make this as comfortable and 
manageable for all, we are limited to one adult and child to 
each place.  



Preparing for Starting School 
• You will receive a letter at the beginning of June informing you 

of your child’s class following the Picnic event and who your 
child’s class teacher will be. You will also receive information 
about their session times for September.

• End of June you will be invited into school for a short stay and 
play session. This will give you the chance to meet your child’s 
class teacher and to spend time with your child in their 
classroom. This session will take place on June 24th June and 
will be an afternoon sessions at either 1.15-2.00 or 2.15-3.00. 

 



Preparing for Starting School 

• We will hold another stay and play session for your child in the 
morning on the 2nd  July at either 9.15-10.15 or 10.45-11.45.  
This time your child will attend without you and you will be 
invited to a new intake meeting when I will provide you with 
lots of information about school life. This will be a morning 
session. 

 



Preparing for Starting School 



Preparing for Starting School 



Preparing for Starting School 



Preparing for Starting School 

• Please do not worry about any of the information given today, we 
will send all information to you via email. 

• But also keep in mind you can find our information on the school 
website. 

• (This presentation is already on the site) 



Thank you!
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