Hampton Hargate Primary School Behaviour Policy - 2020 Covid-19 Addendum
Behaviour Policy Annex A
From March 2020, the global Covid-19 pandemic has led to a change in how we define some of our
children’s behaviours in school and our assessment as to whether these could challenge the safety of
the environment, particularly where a child or young person’s behaviours could cause an increased
risk to their own health or the health of others. Examples of this might include (but are not limited to):





spitting
repeated disregard of social distancing rules
not staying in their class bubble

We will work together with the child and their parents/carers to carry out a risk assessment which will
explore whether the child can manage in the school environment, under current circumstances. In
exceptional circumstances, the outcomes of the risk assessment may mean we are unable to offer a
place in school, at this time. If the child is unable to manage within the safety rules to minimize Covid19 risk, then the offer of a return to school may be removed until a new plan and phased return can
be implemented that ensures the current guidance can be adhered to. In all cases, the child’s Risk
Assessment and plan will be regularly reviewed and the school will work with the family to ensure the
child is provided with support and access to remote learning in other ways, through reasonable
endeavours.
Where any pupil fails to follow instructions, puts the safety of themselves and/or other pupils or staff
at risk and is in breach of the School’s Behaviour Policy and COVID-19 Behaviour Policy Addendum,
this may result in a fixed term and/or permanent exclusion. The child’s parent/s or carer/s will be
called and asked to collect their child immediately.
Pupils with Special Educational Needs
School acknowledges that children will have had a range of different experiences during the lockdown
period which may have an impact on their behaviour presentation upon return to school. Some may
present with frustration as a result of being isolated from friends or having missed a significant event
or experience; e.g. exams, school trip, etc. Others may have experienced bereavement or loss or
another, real or perceived, traumatic episode. For many, the process of re-engagement with learning
and the school community, under unusual circumstances, may require some additional input and
encouragement.
As a result of these varied experiences children may present with behaviour that is not usual, this may
include;






Anxiety; lack of confidence
Challenging behaviour; fight or flight response
Anger; shouting, crying
Hyperactivity and difficulties maintaining attention

For some children, including those with attachment concerns or SEN, and especially those with autism,
the change in routines and lack of familiarity will require additional adjustment.
School recognises that behaviour could be a sign that for some individual children there is an
unfulfilled need and that the behaviour is communicating that there is a problem. The school will
undertake an individual risk assessment for the child and use reasonable endeavours to make the
necessary adjustments to reduce the stimulus that may be triggering the challenging response.
Children with SEN are recognised as being particularly vulnerable and therefore have an urgent need
to be re-integrated back into school as soon as reasonably possible. School will work closely with
parents to implement supportive strategies that will inform an appropriate response. If necessary
school will seek external support from other agencies such as Educational Psychologists or Early Help.

